Wednesday, May 8, 2024

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Council decides on updated
tree ordinance

By Lou Fancher

Senior Planner Arly Cas-
sidy brought a staff re-
port updating the city’s
Tree Protection Ordi-
nance to the meeting on
April 22. In a joint meet-
ing with the Planning
Commission, staff re-
quested the council and
commissioners discuss
and provide direction on
several key elements
relevant to the city’s de-
clared priority of ad-
dressing wildfire safety.

The key issues out-
lined in the update in-
cluded adding language
clarifying which trees
are protected by the or-
dinance, streamlining
the permit and improve-
ment process for remov-
ing trees, measures for
balancing environmen-
tal and aesthetic benefits
of trees when assessing
fire risks and fuel man-
agement, delineating
distinctions between
trees in the downtown
and trees in residential
neighborhoods, resolv-
ing existing and future
conflicts between trees
and utilities/infrastruc-
ture, particularly in the
downtown, mitigating
planting requirements
and enforcement, creat-
ing recommended tree
lists with approved
species and planting
seasons, and other tech-
nical matters.

Staff has been work-
ing with planning con-
sultant Healthier Cole-
man to update the ordi-
nance. She asked for
feedback on specific is-
sues and for overarching
amendments necessary
to proceed with the pro-
posed work plan.

The ordinance was
adopted in 2003 and
amended in 2010 and
2014. During the subse-
quent decades since it
was adopted, the council
has gained experience
and received feedback
from the public about
ways the ordinance can
be improved, according
to Coleman. In 2023, the
city updated its Safety
Element (SE) and estab-
lished policies related to

defensible space. One
specific part of the SE
includes references to
the fire risks created by
dead, dying, and non-
native trees. Among the
priorities for the FY2024-
25 is wildfire safety -
giving reason for the
project to proceed im-
mediately to address the
key issues. As part of the
staff request to move
forward promptly, the
report emphasized hav-
ing adequate time to re-
ceive public comments
and to research and an-
alyze the alternatives as
the ordinance develops
and a final draft is pre-
pared for council
approval.

Coleman said meet-
ings with stakeholders
are ongoing and will in-
clude the fire depart-
ment, community
groups, the public, and
elected officials directly
involved in the issues.
She said city meetings
open to the public are a
major component of the
outreach, and including
the announcements in
the city’s “Weekly
Roundup” will invite
more feedback from the
community.

Questions from the
planning commission
began with a request for
staff to provide greater
clarity on specific lan-
guage in the ordinance
and the ordering of pri-
orities identified as key
issues. Council members
asked about additions,
word definitions, narra-
tives expanded to in-
clude new elements, and
greater clarity related to
CalFires’ “protected
space” terminology and
the SE's “defensible
space” references. Eco-
nomic issues related to
fire insurance and im-
pact on zoning were also
introduced as topics
council said should be
addressed.

Public comments
highlighted the impor-
tance and value of re-
ceiving input from pro-
fessional arborists and
master gardeners when

developing the ordi-
nance, consideration of
the cost of tree removal
for homeowners, and
the positive and negative
impacts of a tree protec-
tion ordinance on fire
insurance policies.

Staff plans to consult
with nearby cities to
learn about their tree
protection ordinances.
Council member Susan
Candell said the list
should include cities in
high fire risk zones sim-
ilar to Lafayette’s loca-
tion. Mayor Gina Daw-
son urged staff to in-
clude Orinda and Mor-
aga because their infor-
mation and input would
be highly relevant and
directly applicable.

In response to tim-
ing questions posed by
staff, the commissioners
and council supported
staff proceeding with the
planned ordinance up-
date without delay.
Council member Wei-Tai
Kwok said, “What we
didn’t know in 2003,
when the ordinance was
first done, was that—fast
forward to today—that
21 of the last 22 years
measured have been the
hottest years since we
established this. The last
ten years have been the
hottest on our planet
and last year, 2023, was
the hottest of all.” He en-
couraged everyone to
look at the ordinance as
a plan for the next 20
years that is necessary
for making the commu-
nity safe. He emphasized
using the two-word
phrase, “public safety,”
as the master approach
for organizing thoughts
and discussions on the
complex decisions and
issues as the project
moves forward.

The staff’s request to
proceed was approved
by council, with empha-
sis on suggested amend-
ments and keeping in
mind the priority of get-
ting the TPO update
done right above com-
pleting it swiftly.

Transitional kindergarten is
open to all Lafayette families

... continued from Page 1

TK is geared to provide
accommodations for a
wide range of student
needs, and provides a
curriculum under the
universal pre-school
plan for academic
growth, which includes
learning letters and
numbers, as well as a fo-
cus on play-based learn-
ing first and foremost. In
addition, TK supports
toilet training, and the
district has to make sure
that teachers are pre-
pared to navigate the
physical, social, and
emotional needs of very
young children.

Although Lafayette
began offering two TK
classes in 2019, the pro-
gram suffered from the
effects of the Covid pan-
demic in 2020/21 school
year, but came back in
2022/23 with four class-
rooms. This year,
2023/24, they still have
four classrooms, but
there is one at each ele-
mentary school in the
district, and following
renovations to meet the
requirements for TK
classrooms, Lafayette
will have eight TK class-
rooms in the next school
year.

Balmat would like
parents to understand

To enroll, see

that TK is a part of the
public school system to
which students in the
district have a right. Un-
like private pre-schools,
there are no deadlines,
no waitlists, no lotteries,
or other impediments to
being enrolled for TK. If
a child meets the age and
residence requirements,
that child will be en-
rolled in a TK class, if
their parents so desire.
TK, like kindergarten, is
not mandatory, however.

For the 2024/2025
school year, children
who will turn five years
old between Sept. 2 and
June 2 are eligible, and
by 2025/26, any child
who turns four by Sept. 1
will be eligible. New stu-
dent registration for TK-5
is open through May 24,
and will later resume on
July 8.

TK students are ei-
ther on an “early” or
“late” schedule, with
those on the early sched-
ule arriving at 8:15 a.m.
and finishing at 11:45
a.m., and those on the
late schedule arriving at
9:15 a.m. and finishing at
12:45 p.m. Before and
after school daycare is
offered on site by private
providers. Depending on
financial need or other
needs of the family, Bal-
mat explained that the

state provides financial
support for extended
nine hour care.

TK students also re-
ceive food from the uni-
versal breakfast and
lunch program, but they
don’t eat with the other
students or in their
classrooms; they may
consume food at recess
or in after school care.
TK and Kindergarten
students have their own
playgrounds, separate
from those for older
children in the school,
but they also participate
in school buddy pro-
grams, which pair up
younger and older stu-
dents. Additionally, TK
students are fully in-
cluded in school activi-
ties. For example, they
receive instruction from
school art teachers and
music teachers.

Balmat emphasized
that Lafayette is now
fully staffed for TK and
for the increased need
for the next year. She
praised their “amazing
educators,” who “trained
for TK and continue to
grow and learn about
development needs of
these students.” She
added, “It’s a different
approach to teaching.
Teachers are making this
shift possible for our kids
to really shine.”

www.lafsd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=3822615&type=d&pREC_ID=2524664
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Get Ready for the Ultimate Moraga Sumer!

192 Draeger Drive, Moraga
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2503 Sqft | 0.46 Acre | $2,595,000

Just Listed! Gorgeous fully remodeled home with amazing flow, wide-
plank white oak hardwood floors, soaring ceilings with Velux
skylights, modern finishes, two primary suites and great yard with
sparkling pool, lawn, and firepit. 192DraegerDr.com
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Elena Hood
Elena@Orinda.com
925.254.3030
DRE 01221247
Kirsten Elena Lilli Anya
Buckley Hood Rath Gorman

Compoass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes

ﬁ only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, conditionsale, or withdraw without notice. No
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining
the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS

2 Evergreen Ct, Lafayette
3BD| 3 BA | 2,055 SF | .31 AC | Offered at $1,649,000

We have another upcoming listing in Saranap!
Call us for info: 925.997.6808

Who you work with matters.
“Amy and Christine possess an impressive understanding of the local market. Their
insight into neighborhoods, property values, and market trends were invaluable.”
— Seller, Lafayette

Christine Gallegos
DRE# 01896511
925.878.2883

gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

Amy S. Boaman
DRE# 01433269
925997.6808
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CONSIDERING MAKING A MOVE?

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925.997.6808




